NATIONAL ENDQWMENT FOR DEMOCRACY FUNDING OF COUP
LEADERS IN VENEZUELA
1001-2004

*Thiy fllowing informarion was prepared by Eva Golinger, a lawyer and invesrigator located in ,'_‘,"
Naw York. Gva Golingar does nat receive any funding from the Venezuelan government and hay
conducted this Investigation independently. All documsnis clted below ars avallable in the public '}
domain. For more Informarion, see wrw.vencuielafoia, mjn :.‘,‘ :

Recent documents obtalned through the Freedom of laformation Act (“FOIA™) from the ;{;
National Endowmeant for Demoeracy ("NED") about its programs and activites in
Veaczuola clearly ovidence its finencing of organizations and figures who notoricusly led
end figured in the April 2002 covp d'ctat against President Chdvez. Nome of these
Indlviduals or organizetions have ever publicly retracted ot regretied their participation In
the violent coup d'etat that threatened Vonezuels’s democracy. Yet thesc aame
Individuals continue to receive sybstantial annual grants from the NED to pursue their
activitics in Venezuela. Concrote examples inolude:

*  Dirsct current NED grantees in Venezuels were members of ths coup-
government's “Advisory Council,’ as evidenced through their signing of the
“Carmona Docree” during the brief coup-imposed government. The “Cumonﬂ <
Decres” iy the public decree ratified in the Prosidential Paluce on April 12, t";i
2002, that viclated Venezuels's consttution aad notioas of democracy by '1’*;&,,
deposing the slscted President end Vice-President and dissolving all ofil!:
Venczuela's democretic institutions, including the elected members of the
National Assembly, the Supreme Court, the Anorucy Generel and Public
Defender, and en overwhelming numbesr of laws and constitutiona] tights ‘&a“'
implemented during the Chévez Administration (Ateched In ANNEX A). *i@fi
Those present NED grantees who signed the Decree and were parnt of the coup i
Advisory Council are: ;

o Racio Guljarra, Dirsctor of CEDICE (a presont NED grantee);

* Along with the Center for International Private Emcrpm:.gﬁ
CEDICE recelved $50,000 from NED In 2000-2001; $73,033:i
and $66,690 in 2002.2003 and $116,525 and $284,270 in-i:
2003-2004 (post-coup), (ANNEX B) '

o Marig Corina Machado, President of Simete (2 present NED grantes);

¢ Sdmate received a NED grant of $53,400 in Septamber 2003
(post-coup). (ANNEX C)

o Leopoldo Lépez and Lecpoldo Mertinez (slso nemed Minister of
Fintnces by the coup government) of Primero Justicia, which receives
training and support from the Intemations! Republican Institute, o
direct NED grantse;
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¢ IR] received $300,000 in March 2002 for their work with
Primero Justicia and received 3116.000 in February 2003 w
contiaue this wark (post-coup). (ANNEX D)

o Maxim Ross and Domingo Alberio Raagel, both principal Comamines
Membery on 3 major CIPB-CEDICE project fundsd by NED, ths
“Comsensus 1o Build a National Agenda* taking place this year.'

* This project bas bees granted $284,270 from NED (post-coup).
(ANNEX B)

The Director of the Asambles de Educacién, Leonardo Carvajal, was named
“Minister of Bducation” by ths Carmons coup government In April 2002, and
he also signed a Clvil Society Document published in national newspapers
and road aloud publicly on national television and radijo statioans. reiterating
the Carmona Decree and recognizing, applauding and supporting the
legitimacy of the coup government on April 12, 2002. (ANNEX A). Mr,
Carvejal's organizadon continued to recelve direct NED funding through
2003, well after the coup, and he himself received A dirsct aalary from the
NED s part of this funding."

o Carvajal’s group received 335,000 from NED in September 2000 and

an additional $37.000 jn Qotober 2002 (post-coup). (ANNEX E)

Oscar Garcia Mendozz, Direcior of NED grantee Asociacaén Civil Liderazgo
y Visién, euthored two Official Communications published In nationel
newspapers and pronounced on national television and radio in Venezugla oo
April 13, 2002, that not only recognized and supported the legitimacy of the
Carmons coup government, but also celebrated [1s coming ta powes. (ANNEX
A). This organization continues to raccive NED funding to dete.”
o This group received $42,207 in September 2003 for work with
Carscas’ Mctropolitan Police Poree, notorious for ita pusticipation and
collaboratian in the April 2002 coup d’etat. (ANNEX F).

Other Individuals such as Cipriano Heredia of Visién Emergente, Tomds Pdez
of Red Universitaria and Elfes Sentana of Alienza Civica slgned the Civil
Socicty Document (above) recognizing the legitimacy of Carmona's coup
government on April 13, 2002 (ANNEX A) and were recently chosen to
spearhoad a CIPE-CEDICE project, “Conssacus to Build a Najonal Agonda®™,
funded by the NED." (ANNEX B)

The U.S. Department of State iasued a 1 mitlion “Speciul Venczuela Funda”
grant to the National Endowment for Democracy in April 2002 (post-coup),
which was used to finance the organizetions whose members and leadership
had Just jed the April 2002 coup d’ctat, (ANNEX G)

The group Simate was founded in 2003 after the April 2002 coup d‘em:; the
NED gave ¢ graat of $53.400 in September 2003 to Sumate to “obse_rve n.nd
“monitor” the signature collection process. Sumats’s Preaident, Maria Corina
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Machedo, signed the Carmona Decree and never retrncted her participation or

s rols in the April 2002 coup. (ANNEX B)

o The NED's own ducuments contradict ity attempts to clasaify Siimate
as a mere obagrver or moaitor in the reegll referondum campaign. In
thelr January 31, 2004 Repott to the NED, Sdmate explaina their use
of the project funds ta “Train, capacitare and motivate the Municipal
Coordinators T create & structural nstwork end to utilize these
Municipal Coordinators as {nstructors to provide technical treining ia

; the “Signature Drive™ to those Responsible at the Centars of Signature

Collection and/or the Signature Counters.”™

o The same SGmats report to tha NED explains how they developed an
“Operations Manua! for the Signature Drive™ that was “utilized as the
foundation to support the design end production of educative materlal
used by the functionaries and volunteers that participsted in the
collection of sighatuzes at the officiel centers.”™ It is hard to imagine

Y that training the designated offioials coliscting signatures during the

drive and providing techuical operations manusals and materials to

! those functionaries in charge of the recall roferendum signamre drive

is merely “observing and monitoring™ the process. In fact, Sumate’s

: own materials clearly indicate that not only are they the primary actors

‘ in the recall referendum campaign, but in fact, they are ths leaders of
this movement. "

o The financing of SUmate violatas the NED's own regulations which
prohibkt financing partisan politics and political campaigns.™

i See “Los Dooumens del Golpe™, Fundusisn Defrascria del Pustio. 2004. Scx also.
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